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Ognjen Tadic, BiH Parliament (SDS): 9,000

soldiers (in the Armed Forces) is too many.

They cost 290 million KM a year, and they

have no purpose besides providing assis-

tance in case of a natural disaster. That

money could be used better

Hazim Rancic, BiH Parliament (SDA):

(Bosnia) needs trained and equipped

Armed Forces to become a member of

NATO. It is insane to discuss reduction of

the AF now that NATO is arming Croatia

and Serbia is buying arms

Igor Crnadak, Foreign Minister: I believe it

would be good for the credibility of

Republika Srpska and BiH if (the RS PM)

called on the RS judiciary to (...) investigate

who used taxpayers’ money to finance the

non-existing RS mission (in Israel)

FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER

Chairman of the Council of Ministers and ministers of finance and foreign trade 

will meet today with representatives of daughter companies of Agrokor to discuss 

financial problems of the Croatian retailer and their consequences in Bosnia

Croatia’s Troubled Retailer Owes 
250 Million KM to Bosnian Suppliers

F
oreign trade minister Mirko Sarovic

said the meeting should be attend-

ed by Ambassador of Croatia to BiH

Ivan Del Vechio, Director of Konzum in

BiH Tomislav Bagic and directors of four

daughter companies of Agrokor.

"The government started being interest-

ed in the situation in those companies.

It is necessary to review relevant infor-

mation on the debt toward Bosnian sup-

pliers," said Sarovic.

The minister said it is estimated that

Agrokor owes at least 250 million KM to

Bosnian suppliers, but that does not

mean that the figure is not higher, which

is why the meeting today will be one of

many, since a collapse of Agrokor

would send the employment figures in

Bosnia plummeting.

"The next stage is a meeting with the

suppliers. It is in Bosnia's interest that

Konzum and other Agrokor companies

that do business in Bosnia are stabilized

and continue working normally, which is

the main goal of this and other meet-

ings that will follow," said Sarovic.

The cabinet of Prime Minister of

Federation entity, Fadil Novalic, told

FENA that a meeting will be held in the

Government of FBiH in Sarajevo today,

regarding the current developments in

Agrokor and possible adverse conse-

quences in Bosnia.  
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The Council 
of Ministers:
Discrimination
against 
the "Others"

A
rticle 6 of the Law on the

Council of Ministers says that

one seat in the Council of

Ministers must be reserved for a mem-

ber of the "Others". The current

Council of Ministers was not formed

according to the law at the start of

the mandate, and that didn’t change

to date. An examination of the avail-

able documents reveals that all minis-

ters identify themselves as members

of the constitutive peoples. Given that

the law expressly states that the

"Others" must be represented in the

Council of Ministers, and that is not

the case, it is clear that the Council of

Ministers has worked illegally for at

least two years. Constitutional expert

Nedim Ademovic told Zurnal news

website that the government officials

at all levels in BiH deliberately refuse

to accept the constitutional and inter-

national legal obligation to treat

equally all citizens in BiH and that

there is even a hidden agenda of

most public officials to marginalize or

assimilate the minorities. 

The illegitimacy of the Council of

Ministers entails a logical question.

Are all its decisions from the begin-

ning of the mandate illegal? As for the

Council of Ministers of Bosnia and

Herzegovina, its composition is illegal

but also unconstitutional, because it is

in violation of the principle of equality

of communities and citizens. The

same thing happens in other institu-

tions as well. Experts point out that it is

hard to give a legal answer to

whether that makes all decisions of

the Council of Ministers illegal or

unconstitutional. But it is quite sure

that the decisions are illegitimate,

because they do not reflect the plu-

ralistic nature of the Bosnian society,

as required by the law and the

Constitution. The composition of the

Council of Ministers could be an issue

for the Constitutional Court, which

oversees the proper implementation

of the Law on Council of Ministers.

However, who would initiate such a

procedure? Is there any interest?

These are the questions that usually

remain unanswered in this country.
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Slovenia has always been a friend of BiH, said the country’s

Prime Minister Miroslav Cerar after meeting with the

Chairman of Council of Ministers of BiH Denis Zvizdic, 

pointing out that Slovenia wants to support economic and

social development of BiH as well as development in all

other sectors, especially its path to the EU and NATO

Zvizdic and Cerar Discuss
Slovenia's Support to Bosnia’s

Euro-Atlantic Integration

S
lovenian Prime Minister said that BiH,

like Slovenia, is a European state

and that both are part of a big

European family. Chairman Zvizdic con-

firmed excellent relations with Slovenia,

which has been showing great level of

understanding for the situation in BiH and

its needs for years. He noted that focus of

the meeting was Slovenia's support on

the BiH's European path and he remind-

ed that our country could always count

on Slovenia's support and assistance. He

also emphasized that this visit is one of

the forms of improvement of regional

cooperation and a message they want

to send, which is preservation of peace

and stability in the Western Balkan region

and acceleration of integration of the

Western Balkans to the EU.

Members of the BiH Presidency

received Prime Minister of the Republic

of Slovenia Miro Cerar. They said the

bilateral relations between BiH and

Slovenia are good and friendly and

that relations in all areas, especially in

areas of economy and trade

exchange can be improved. Members

of the Presidency informed Prime

Minister of Slovenia about the upcom-

ing activities on BiH's European path

and the process of activation of the

Membership Action Plan to NATO.

Prime Minister Cerar said that his coun-

try is ready to provide ongoing support

to reform processes that BiH has taken

in fulfilling conditions for getting a can-

didate status for the EU.

The meeting was attended by Tugomir

Culjak, adviser of the Croat Member of

the Presidency Dragan Covic, the

Presidency said.

Presidency Members Meet 
with Prime Minister of Slovenia

Ruling on Medjugorje Apparitions
Will “Take a Long Time”

The Catholic Church’s prefect of the

Congregation for Doctrine of the Faith,

Cardinal Gerhard Mueller, warned it

could "take a long time" for the Vatican

to rule on Marian apparitions at

Medjugorje, where a Pope’s envoy is

currently staying.

"A pastoral phenomenon can't be built

on false foundations, and we can't sep-

arate pastoral concerns from questions

around the authenticity of these visions",

Mueller told Poland's Catholic

Information Agency.

"But the great mass of faithful is too fas-

cinated by Medjugorje for the future

good of its church to be made,

dependent on the truth of these alleged

apparitions and appeals. The position is

needed to be nuanced even if the

Mother of God's appearances are rec-

ognized, as with Lourdes and Fatima".

The Cardinal was speaking as a Polish

archbishop, Henryk Hoser, continued

his visit to provide guidelines for future

pastoral work at Medjugorje. He said

the CDF was studying the 42,000

claimed appearances of the Virgin

Mary since 1981. However, he cau-

tioned that "private apparitions" should

be viewed as "prophetic fulfillments of

Gospel injunctions" rather than some-

thing new or necessary, and said

Catholics could still "face a long wait"

for an official Church ruling. 



O pinion

P
inning the collabora-

tion with the Nazis on

the people that are

already being accused of

terrorism and alleged links

with Al-Qaida and ISIS by

their foes is not only coun-

terproductive – it is suicidal.

And the SDA does that

intensively, using the media

they control – the Sarajevo

Canton Television in partic-

ular – and the official policies of the government and

the legislators.

Saying that the army that liberated Sarajevo on April

6, 1945 and the army that laid a siege on Sarajevo

from 1992 to 1995 are the same is possible only in the

reality in which Bakir Izetbegovic and his mouth-

pieces live. In that world only can Vladimir Peric

Valter and Ratko Mladic be the same, as well as the

16th Muslim Brigade of the People’s Liberation Army

of yugoslavia and the Republika Srpska Army. 

I don’t know much about the history of my family dur-

ing the WWII. I know that my grandfather survived

captivity by the Chetniks as a boy. He didn’t speak a

lot about that. I know that he was in the yugoslav

defense forces after the war and that he spent the

first two years of peace chasing Albanian nationalists

in Kosovo and western Macedonia. He told me about

the 16th Muslim Brigade, although I don’t remember

or didn’t understand back then where and when their

paths crossed.

After being discharged from the army, my grandfa-

ther returned to his village near Bratunac, married my

grandmother Munira and had children with her. He

had a younger brother. He was a baker and a farmer.

A devout Muslim. My father and aunt graduated from

high school; my uncle was the first Suljagic to gradu-

ate from a university. He buried them all between

1992 and 1995. In March 2011, he parted with his

big and anguished soul.

Around the time when my grandfather was fleeing

the Chetniks and when his father was dying from

typhus, a group of Muslims in Sarajevo was seeking

ways to get along with the Nazis and the

Independent State of Croatia. They called them-

selves young Muslims. They said nothing when the

Ustasha deported Sarajevo’s Serbs and Jews. At least

one of them – Mustafa Busuladzic – approved of it.

They said nothing when Bosnian Serbs were mur-

dered in the Jasenovac death camp. They said noth-

ing when the Chetniks slaughtered the Muslims in

Visegrad, Foca and Pljevlje. But, they discussed

everything else and had a very intense public life. 

I never found a single proof about an antifascist

action of young Muslims. What I do know, however, is

that a lack of position on something usually means

approval of it.

There is no moral difference between the indiffer-

ence to the Ustasha genocide against the Serbs,

Jews and Roma and the crimes against commu-

nists in 1941 and the indifference to the genocide

against the Bosniaks committed from 1992 to

1995. I believe that the right way to express a posi-

tion on that in 1941 and in 1992 was with a gun,

and not with debates of quasi-intellectuals about

the state of the global Muslim community. That

brings us to one of the key points in the political

history of Bosnia – the SDA side with the Ustasha in

1941, not in 1990. And its political and philosophi-

cal source is still the one of young Muslims and

Mustafa Busuladzic.

The history will remember that the SDA was in a coali-

tion with the political leadership of the army that

besieged Sarajevo right until the siege started. The

day after the siege ended, they were in a coalition

again. They couldn’t be in a coalition with the politi-

cal leadership of the army that marched into

Sarajevo on April 6, 1945. Because they were allies to

the people that the partisans liberated Sarajevo

from.

That is why Fadil Jahic (a decorated hero from WWII

and a volunteer in the Spanish civil war) is more

important for the history of Bosniaks and Bosnia,

today more than ever, than Mustafa Busuladzic and

young Muslims.

By EMIR SULJAGIC
TACNO.NET

The SDA’s Revisionism
The SDA’s open policy of relativizing antifascism and the Second World War 

revisionism is a millstone around the neck of the Bosniaks they claim they represent
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The Regional Cooperation Council Secretariat and the German Federal Foreign office

signed an agreement on financial grant to support RCC’s public awareness activities

Germany Continues Its Support
to Regional Cooperation Council 

T
he grant agreement of 100,000

euro is to support RCC communica-

tion and public awareness activities

in the course of 2017-18. The agree-

ment was signed by the RCC Secretary

General, Goran Svilanovic and the

German Ambassador to Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Christiane Hohmann.

The funds provided by Germany will pri-

marily be used for raising the public

awareness and communication activi-

ties for implementation of RCC’s South

East Europe 2020 strategy and of the

organization’s Strategy and Work

Program 2017-2019. These activities

include but are not limited to publica-

tions, PR events, social media, media

monitoring, etc.   

“We highly appreciate continued

German dedication to regional cooper-

ation and their financial support from

the inception of the RCC, enabling us to

perform our work to best of our abilities

in an attempt to live up to regional

expectations“, said Svilanovic, adding

that all the support that the RCC is get-

ting from both regional governments

and major EU economies leads in the

same direction, as is the RCC's ultimate

goal, European integration of the

Western Balkans.”

Ambassador Hohmann stressed that

German determination to support posi-

tive trends in the region like strengthened

regional cooperation and common

action towards the EU integration remain

unchanged: “Over the years the RCC

has become a regional promoter of

cooperation by working together with

the key stakeholders on the required

changes and reforms on the region's EU-

accession journey. We support the RCC’s

mission and wish to see the region as a

part of the EU as a result of our joint work.

In the run-up of the Western Balkans sum-

mit in Trieste the RCC will play a decisive

role in developing a strategy to achieve

a regional common market. We have full

confidence that the RCC will meet our

expectations.”

Educational program "My BiH, My

Heritage", which the Commission for

Preservation of National Monuments of

BiH has been implementing since

2006, has been supported for the first

time by the democracy commission

program of the Embassy of the USA in

BiH with 20,000 dollars. The program,

which raised awareness on protection

of heritage, will be implemented

through interactive lectures, competi-

tion and a camp "My BiH, My Heritage"

in 11 elementary schools in Prozor,

Drvar, Brcko, Zenica and Tuzla.

Experts of the Commission for

Preservation of National Monuments of

BiH visited elementary schools in Brcko,

Tuzla, Zenica, Prozor and Drvar in

March 2017. They gave lectures on

"My BiH, My Heritage" and spoke about

national monuments in these areas.  

U.S. Embassy
Financially

Supports Heritage
Program

Chair of the BiH Presidency Mladen

Ivanic received EUFOR Commander

General Major Anton Waldner in an

inaugural visit and talked to him about

political and security situation in BiH.

They also talked about problems

regarding return of persons from for-

eign battlefields and activation of MAP,

without registration of military property.

Waldner informed Ivanic about activi-

ties of EUFOR in BiH and emphasized

that EUFOR will continue working on

maintenance of safe environment in

BiH, said the Presidency.

Ivanic Receives EUFOR
Commander in an Inaugural Visit
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The OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina hosted a visit by “The Future of the OSCE”,

young leaders group from 5 to 7 April 2017 and supported the Third National Session 

of the European Youth Parliament-Bosnia and Herzegovina from 6 to 9 April 2017

OSCE Mission Supports 
Youth Dialogue 

“The Future of the OSCE” group, consist-

ing of 40 prominent young people from

across the OSCE area, were welcomed

by the Head of the OSCE Mission to BiH,

Ambassador Jonathan Moore, and

briefed on the Mission’s activities. The

group also visited Srebrenica and the

Srebrenica-Potocari Memorial Centre,

participated at a high-profile regional

counter-terrorism conference and met

with NGO representatives working on

youth affairs.

Christine Lynch, Communications

Director at Carnegie Europe and mem-

ber of “The Future of the OSCE” young

leaders group said: "During our visit we

met many academic, civil society and

youth representatives. We learned that

structural, political and economic

reforms remain fundamental to better

prospects for this country, especially in

combating corruption, and that interna-

tional community support needs to

remain strong and focused."

“The Future of the OSCE”, young leaders

program was established by the

Hamburg-based association ZEIT-

Stiftung within the framework of a series

of youth-related conferences held last

year under the auspices of Germany’s

2016 OSCE Chairmanship, with the aim

of promoting and further building youth

leadership in the OSCE area. At the Third

National Session of the European youth

Parliament BiH, more than 100 youth

participants from across the country dis-

cussed an array of current issues,

informed by nine committees. They sub-

sequently adopted a number of resolu-

tions designed to better inform policy-

and decision-makers on youth perspec-

tives and needs. Ambassador Moore

said that "The OSCE Mission considers

youth to be one of our most important

partners for working toward positive

change and promoting tolerance and

reconciliation. We are therefore very

pleased to support this important plat-

form, which allows young people from

across the country to improve their

awareness and knowledge on issues

facing all of us and strengthens their

ability to competently discuss these

issues and propose ways to overcome

them."

Haris Kusmic, President of the European

youth Parliament BiH, said: "Our partner-

ship with the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and

Herzegovina continues to contribute

immensely to advancing the prospects

for positive youth participation in this

country. Together we are building

capacities of young people to discuss

complex and interconnected topics on

current issues in a constructive and

democratic manner and to more effec-

tively present and promote their views

and concerns."

The European youth Parliament BiH is a

member of a Europe-wide network

involving young people in 40 countries.

The Mission’s support for these activities is

a part of its continuing efforts to help

increase the quality and visibility of youth

dialogue and engagement, recognizing

the significant value and importance of

young people’s perspectives, the OSCE

Mission to BiH stated. 

The FBiH Administration for Inspection

Affairs is implementing a project of

improving the business environment

and institutional strengthening (ICIS) as

of 2012, with the technical support of

the World Bank and the Swedish

International Development Agency

(SIDA), which should ultimately result in

improvement of business climate in the

country. The project aims to establish

an interoperable information system,

IIS, which will be the platform for future

data exchange between institutions at

all levels of government in Bosnia.

Director of the FBiH Administration for

Inspection Affairs Anis Ajdinovic told FENA

that the project is in its final stage, and

that currently they are conducting acqui-

sition of the necessary equipment and

software, in accordance with the grant

from the World Bank Group and SIDA.

“The planned activities are being con-

ducted in accordance with the schedule,

and we expect that by the end of the

year, we will have connected the seven-

teen institutions at the state level, the enti-

ties and the Brcko District,” said Ajdinovic.

FBiH Inspection Administration Implements 
WB and SIDA Supported ICIS Project 

Ivanic Receives Credentials 
from New Ambassador of Italy 

Chair of the BiH Presidency Mladen

Ivanic received credentials from the

newly appointed Ambassador of Italy to

BiH Nicola Minasi and wished him suc-

cessful mandate. The Ambassador

emphasized his mission is based on

goals of his government, which is main-

taining and strengthening excellent

relations between Italy and BiH and pro-

moting Euro-Atlantic path of BiH.

Discussing the political situation in BiH,

Ivanic informed the Italian Ambassador

about reforms from the set of Reform

Agenda, stressing that BiH is committed

to preservation of positive process of

reforms and getting a candidate status

for membership by the end of 2017. He

also emphasized that membership in

the EU is the most important foreign pol-

icy priority and strategic aim of BiH and

that perspective of membership in that

union continues being motivation for

positive democratic, political, econom-

ic and social changes in BiH.

The two officials also talked about the

upcoming summit of Western Balkan

leaders within the Berlin Initiative in

Trieste, which they assessed is very

important for future cooperation in our

region, Presidency of BiH stated.
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Nine former Bosnian Serb soldiers and policemen went on trial 

for a series of charges related to the capture, abuse and murder of scores 

of Bosniak civilians near Prijedor in 1992, reports BIRN

Nine Serbs Tried for Capturing,
Killing Bosniaks

S
lobodan Taranjac, Miodrag
Glusac, Ranko Babic, Ranko
Dosenovic, Marinko Prastalo, Rade

Zekanovic, Zdravko Panic, Trivo Vukic
and Milan Vukic went on trial on
Monday at the state court in Sarajevo,
accused of participating in a joint crim-
inal enterprise in the Prijedor area from
July 27 to 30, 1992. The trial began with
the reading of the indictment, which
alleges that Taranjac, Glusac, Babic
and Dosenovic participated in the cap-
ture of 110 Bosniak civilians in the vil-
lage of Miska Glava on July 27, by giv-
ing approval, providing vehicles and
other conditions to members of the
Miskoglava brigade of the Bosnian Serb
Army, who were the direct perpetrators.
At the time, the civilians who were cap-
tured were fleeing their villages for the
municipality of Bihac, according to the
indictment.
The prosecution alleged that the
accused agreed that the prisoners
should be taken to the village of Miska
Glava, where they were abused.
Zekanovic, Dosenovic and Prastalo are
accused of being directly involved in the
arrest and inhumane treatment of the
prisoners. The prosecution alleges that
Taranjac, Glusac, Babic and Dosenovic
approved and did nothing to prevent the
torture, abuse, mistreatment and beating
of the prisoners in the gauntlet. After that,
members of the reservist police force
killed at least five of the civilians, accord-
ing to the indictment.
Taranjac, Glusac, Babic and Dosenovic

ordered to their subordinates to set
aside 15 minors and take them to the
Trnopolje detention camp, and the
other 80 to the Ljubija mine, where they
were shot. Prastalo is accused of having
participated in the shooting of the pris-
oners, three of whom survived.
According to the prosecution, the
accused tried to cover up the crime by
burying the bodies in mass graves.
Vukic and Panic, together with others,
are meanwhile accused of taking 11
people from Miska Glava to the village
of Panici, killing them and burying their
bodies. They then covered up the crime
with the help of Taranjac, Glusac, Babic
and Dosenovic.
Taranjac is charged as the president of
the Crisis Committee in Ljubija and head
of the civil authorities, Glusac as deputy
commander of the Sixth Ljubija Battalion
of the 43rd Brigade of the Bosnian Serb
Army, Babic as a security operative with

the 43rd Brigade and Dosenovic as assis-
tant to the 43rd Brigade’s commander
for security, and the others as members
of the Miskoglava brigade and the mili-
tary and civilian police.
Prosecutor Izet Odobasic said he plan
to question more than 60 witnesses.
“The only three victims who survived will
testify, among them Narmin Karagic,
whose moving story you are going to
hear. I am convinced that after the evi-
dence is presented, the chamber will
be convinced about the guilt of the
accused,” said Odobasic.
Defendant Taranjac responded by say-
ing that prosecutor Odobasic “has a
great imagination”.
However his defense team, as well as
the lawyers representing the other
defendants, did not present an open-
ing statement at the hearing. The first
witness will testify at the next hearing on
April 24.

The High Representative, Valentin

Inzko, is visiting Brussels from Monday

to Wednesday, where he will address

and exchange views with the

Members of the Committee on

Foreign Affairs of the European

Parliament. The High Representative

will also attend the 3rd meeting of the

"Friends of Bosnia and Herzegovina”

and meet with representatives of the

EU Political Security Committee and

other EU officials.

Inzko Visits
Brussels to Meet

with Senior 
EU OfficialsThe Energy Community limits Bosnia to

the natural gas supply from Russia only

with its proposed gas pipeline projects,

said BH Gas company. According to

company, the Energy Community did-

n’t declare the project of the Ionian-

Adriatic gas pipeline as a project of

interest, as well as the project of south-

ern connection Travnik-Zagvozd (via

Croatia) and the project of northern

connection Brod-Zenica, which would

be more reasonable and cost-effec-

tive.

The only two projects of interest,

according to the Energy Community,

are the pipelines supplying gas from of

Russia: the interconnection Serbia-

Bulgaria and Serbia-Macedonia, said

the company.

BH Gas said that the gas supply to

Sarajevo could experience serious

shortages the next winter because

Republika Srpska plans adding a new

pipeline that would supply gas to

Bijeljina. If that happened, the compa-

ny said, Sarajevo would be literally at

the end of the only gas pipeline in

Bosnia.

Gas Company Accuses Energy
Community of Limiting Bosnia to

Russian Supply

Ljubija Mine
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Efforts by German automotive interiors maker Grammer to dilute the influence of Bosnian

activist investor Hastor were dealt a blow after the group blocked China's Ningbo Jifeng

Auto Parts Co Ltd. from gaining a 9.2 percent voting stake

Grammer's Efforts to Rebuff 
Hastor Suffers Injunction Setback

T
he Hastor Group was granted an
injunction to block Ningbo Jifeng
from exercising a convertible bond

ahead of Grammer's annual sharehold-
er meeting on May 24, a Grammer
spokesman said on Monday. 
"We have appealed the injunction," a
Grammer spokesman said, reports Reuters. 
Bosnia's Hastor family, which owns a
stake of at least 20 percent stake in
Grammer, has criticized Grammer's
management and campaigned for
seats on the board of directors.
Grammer's management have sought
to rebuff Hastor's requests. 
The rising influence of the Bosnian
group has raised some concerns
among Grammer's largest customers,
German carmakers, after a dispute
between the Hastor family and
Volkswagen escalated, resulting in stop-
pages of VW's Golf assembly line.
Volkswagen accounts for 35 percent of
sales at Grammer's automotive busi-
ness. Grammer management had

hoped to bring Ningbo Jifeng on board
as a "white knight." 
In February Ningbo subscribed to a 60
million euro mandatory convertible
bond representing approximately 9.2
percent of Grammer's share capital. 
The Hastor family's investment vehicle,

Cascade International Investment
GmbH, holds about half the Hastors'
stake in Grammer. The other half is
owned by Halog, another investment
vehicle. Both are controlled by Damir
and Kenan Hastor, who are listed by
Forbes as the richest Bosnians.

Slovenia's holding company Triglav

INT, a member of the country's biggest

insurer Zavarovalnica Triglav, has

launched a buyout bid for the 12%

stake it does not already own in

Bosnian insurance company Triglav

Osiguranje, the latter said on Monday.

Triglav INT plans to acquire 4,520 ordi-

nary shares, or 12.4% of all ordinary

shares, and 468 preferred shares, or

9.1% of all preferred shares, in the

Bosnian-based insurer, Triglav

Osiguranje said in a filing with the

Sarajevo bourse.

Currently INT controls 87.6% of Triglav

Osiguranje's ordinary shares and 90.9%

of its preferred shares, or an aggregate

88% of all company shares.

The offered price per share is

1,105.50 KM, or 194.63% of the nom-

inal value. The buyout offer will be

valid for 28 days.

Triglav INT
Launches Buyout

Bid for 12% of
Bosnia's Triglav

Osiguranje
Insurer 

The net profit of Bosnian insurer

Sarajevo Osiguranje dropped to

55,000 KM in 2016 from 451,600 KM a

year earlier, the company said.

Sarajevo Osiguranje's gross written pre-

miums fell 5.2% to 45.1 million KM last

year, while its net operating costs

increased to 24.3 million KM from 20.6

million KM, the insurance company

said in a filing with the Sarajevo Stock

Exchange late on Friday.

The government of Federation entity

owns 45.5% of Sarajevo Osiguranje,

while the remainder is in the hands of

investment funds and banks. In

March, the government said it had

decided to dispose of its entire stake

in Sarajevo Osiguranje via direct

negotiations following five failed sale

attempts.

Sarajevo Osiguranje Net Profit
Drops Sharply in 2016 

Sarajevo Osiguranje

Damir and Kenan Hastor
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INTERVIEW

A while back, I interviewed the most enigmatic diplomat in the world: 

Carl Bildt. Mr. Bildt has served as Sweden’s Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, 

and held a number of posts in the Balkans, including as the EU’s Special Envoy 

to the former Yugoslavia, Co-Chairman of the Dayton Peace Conference in 1995, 

and the High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina from 1995 – 1997. 

He also served as the UN’s Special Envoy to the Balkans from 1999-2001

A Conversation with Carl Bildt

M
any people are aware that Mr.

Bildt has had a distinguished

career in the Balkans, but it’s on

Twitter that he truly becomes an enig-

ma. His whimsical tweets from airport

tarmacs, his ability to strip every sen-

tence of any shred of nuance, and his

talent for elevating diplomatic vague-

ness to high art are all fascinating, even

if you find yourself disagreeing with

some of what he says. In short, Carl Bildt

is an indisputably great Twiplomat, and

was also generous enough to give me

some of his time and sharp thoughts. I

hope that someday, someone builds an

AI bot or an art installation based on his

poetic tweets about Balkan elections

and Baltic Security. 

Worried about Adversary
Rhetoric

you became an advisor to an invest-

ment group run by the second-richest

oligarch in Russia in 2015. Publicly,

you’re an outspoken critic of the

Kremlin. Some see this as a conflict of

interest. How do you see it?

yes, I occasionally give advice to them

as well. And I don’t evaluate people

according to the regime of the country

they are from. I have numerous Russian

friends, and great appreciation for what

many of them are doing. But in no way

would I make them responsible for the

policies of President Putin. It was possi-

ble to have Serb friends even during the

times of Milosevic and Karadzic.
Some people view you as a sort of anti-

Olof Palme, another former Swedish PM

who worked in the former yugoslavia.

What was your relationship with Palme?

How do you see his legacy?

I wasn’t aware that he had worked in

former yugoslavia. On the international

stage, he was seen as active mainly

with different regimes in the Third World.

It was a different time in very many

respects. We certainly did have our dis-

agreements, and they related primarily

to attitudes and policies versus the

Soviet Union. I was proud to be seen as

being against the soviet and socialist

systems of those times.
you recently wrote that Russia’s refusal to

attend a Minsk meeting was a clear “polit-

ical-propaganda-military build-up to

something.” you also said you were

“increasingly worried about buildup of

tensions in the Balkans. And the perceived

weakness of EU and accession makes it

more difficult.” What do you hope your fol-

lowers gain from such tweets, which some

have interpreted as vague?

Well, a tweet is just 140 characters,

although I sometimes try to link to text

that gives more information. I am wor-

ried about the buildup of tension and

adversary rhetoric in the Balkans at the

moment. Recently in Sarajevo I was sur-

prised by how many times I was asked

by ordinary people if I thought that war

was coming back. I definitely don’t

think so, but the questions made me

worried anyhow. Some words

exchanged between Zagreb and

Belgrade recently have not been

entirely constructive, and what’s hap-

pening in the Kosovo parliament hasn’t

been constructive either – just to take

some of the more recent examples.

I Hope Sarajevans
Appreciate International Aid

you recently tweeted that there are no

longer any visible scars from the war in

Sarajevo. Do you think that’s something

ordinary Sarajevo citizens would agree

with?

I hope they also appreciate the enor-

mous sums the international community

has spent on rebuilding and repairs after

the war, perhaps particularly in

Sarajevo. There are a couple of build-

ings that have been left profoundly

scared by the war, but they are very few

indeed. I remember whole parts of town

– particularly some of the suburbs –

being almost totally destroyed after the

war. Today they are almost totally rebuilt.
Many people in the Balkans describe

the EU as expansionist. Would you?

Certainly not. But I would hope that its

doors will remain open to those nations

willing and able to join. It is my belief

that this is in the interest of both the

peace and prosperity of our nations.

By LILy LyNCH
BALKANIST
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Bosnian politicians seek urgent meetings with managers of companies 

linked to Agrokor, amid fears that the troubled Croatian giant's financial 

difficulties could affect their economy as well, reports BIRN

Impact of Agrokor Crisis 
Alarms Bosnia's Leaders

T
housands of jobs in Bosnia, where

unemployment is already high,

may be in jeopardy owing to con-

tinued uncertainly over the future of

Croatian biggest private company,

Agrokor, which is struggling with debt

and liquidity issues. Agrokor's financial

woes have sent shockwaves throughout

several Balkan countries; apart from

exerting massive influence on Croatia's

economy, the company employs about

20,000 people in neighboring Bosnia

and in Serbia.

It is estimated that suppliers and compa-

nies for major Slovenian retailer Mercator

– which Agrokor bought in 2014 – employ

another 70,000 in Slovenia.

Agrokor's eight daughter companies

operating in Bosnia, including one of

the biggest retailers, Konzum, now owe

hundreds of millions of euros to suppliers

in Bosnia, Bosnia's Foreign Trade Minister

Mirko Sarovic told local media.

"We are talking about a debt of at least

250 million Bosnian Marks [127 million

euros] and this merits action by [Bosnia's

state] institutions, as well as by entity-

level institutions and the Council of

Ministers," Sarovic said.

Sarovic said he had discussed the issue

with the Chairman of the Council of

Ministers [the Bosnian government] Denis

Zvizdic and with Finance Minister

Vjekoslav Bevanda - and they had asked

for a meeting with the management of

Agrokor's companies in Bosnia in order to

determine the extent to which Agrokor's

crisis was affecting them. The meeting is

expected to take place within this week,

as Sarovic emphasized the urgency of

the matter on Thursday.

The government of Bosnia's larger entity,

the Federation of Bosnia and

Herzegovina, also discussed the issue

on Thursday. Federation entity leaders

also want to meet the management of

Agrokor's Bosnian companies to deter-

mine the potential damage and discuss

ways of tackling it. Local news portal N1

reported a likely meeting between

Federation Prime Minister Fadil Novalic,

representatives of the Foreign Trade

Chamber, representatives of Agrokor's

companies and the Croatian

Ambassador some time within the week.

Bosnian dairy plant Milkos is a supplier

to Konzum and cooperates with some of

Agrokor's other daughter-companies in

Bosnia.

Asked about Agrokor's debts to it, Milkos

director Adin Fakic told BIRN he had

recently met representatives of other

concerned suppliers and they had

decided not to make such information

public until they see how the situation in

Croatia develops. He said it was a sen-

sitive business matter and the prema-

ture release of information could have

unwanted results.

"This situation is definitely having a neg-

ative impact on business and it puts the

jobs of employees in Bosnia and

Herzegovina working for Agrokor's com-

panies into question.

"We want this to play out in a positive

way and those jobs to be preserved, as

well as the jobs in companies that sup-

ply Agrokor and have cooperated with

them for years," he said.

Fakic said he has been in regular con-

tact with Konzum.

"The management of Konzum does all it

can to be of service to us and provide

us with relevant information. We have

great cooperation, and we hope that

this situation will be resolved as quickly

as possible," he added.

The Croatian government named Ante

Ramljak, an experienced manager

from both the private and public sec-

tor, as the extraordinary manager of

the troubled private company Agrokor.

Since Agrokor’s majority owner, busi-

nessman Ivica Todoric, handed the

company over to state control on

Friday – under the Law on Procedures

for Extraordinary Management in

Companies of Systematic Significance

adopted in parliament last Thursday –

the government has moved quickly to

name the person who will be responsi-

ble for the crisis management of the

company in a restructuring process

that may last up to 15 months. Croatia's

Commercial Court now has to approve

Ramljak's nomination as extraordinary

manager and initiate a process during

which the company's huge debts - the

main source of its woes - are temporar-

ily put on hold.

“Today is the beginning of a systemat-

ic, thorough resolution of the crisis and

the first phase of the restructuring of

Agrokor … It is crucial to bring new

[financial] liquidity so that by Easter we

ensure the payment of salaries. I thank

the suppliers [of the company] for their

patience,” Prime Minister Andrej

Plenkovic said on presenting Ramljak.

Croatia Names Agrokor's
Extraordinary Manager 



11Bosn ia Dai ly,  Apr i l  11,  2017

Some 17 million people in Bosnia, Serbia, Croatia and

Montenegro speak variations of what used to be called

Serbo-Croatian or Croato-Serbian. Officially though, the 

language that once united Yugoslavia has, like the country,

ceased to exist. Instead, it now has four names: 

Bosnian, Serbian, Croatian and Montenegrin. 

But are these all the same language?

Is Serbo-Croatian 
a Language?

T
he answer, according to a group of

linguists and NGOs from the four

countries, is a resounding “yes”.

Working under the banner of a project

called “Language and Nationalism”, the

group issued a “declaration on the

common language” on March 30th. It

stated that the four tongues together

form a “polycentric” language, similar to

English, German or Arabic. They argue

that while different dialects exist, these

are variations of the same language

since everyone who speaks it can

understand one another. Indeed, this

makes the four tongues more similar

than the dialects of many other poly-

centric languages. The authors consider

the insistence by educational and pub-

lic institutions on the usage of only one

of the four name variants to be “repres-

sive, unnecessary and harmful”. The aim

of the declaration is to stimulate discus-

sion on language “without the national-

istic baggage and to contribute to the

reconciliation process”, says Daliborka

Uljarevic, the Montenegrin partner

behind the declaration.  

The insistence on calling Serbo-

Croatian four different languages leads

to endless absurdities. Children who live

in the same town in Bosnia go to school

in the same building but to classes in

different languages. The Bosnian gov-

ernment portal is published in four lan-

guages: English, Bosnian and Croatian,

which are written in the Latin script, and

Serbian, in Cyrillic. yet the region’s

politicians do not need translations

when meeting. When war criminals are

on trial before the UN tribunal in The

Hague, they receive interpretation in

the dialect spoken by the translator

who happens to be on duty. A well-cir-

culated meme from Bosnia highlights

the absurdity: it features cigarette

packets that repeat “smoking kills”

twice in the Latin script and once in

Cyrillic, all spelled identically. 

As in so many parts of the world, the tus-

sle over language is political.

Nationalist Serbs see the new declara-

tion as one which attempts to under-

mine the link between Serbs in Serbia,

Bosnian Serbs and Montenegrins.

Defusing the language issue would take

away a tool the nationalists have used

to stir trouble; it emphasizes differences.

They fear for example that if everyone

thought they spoke the same language

in Bosnia then that would undermine

their political ambition of eventually

destroying the country. Nationalist

Croats trace the struggle for independ-

ence, in part, back to the struggle of

academics in the 1960s who claimed

that Croatian was a separate lan-

guage. If it were, then Croats must be a

separate people, and hence not

yugoslavs, they argued. yet most ordi-

nary people do not care much about

the issue. When they ask if you speak

their language, more often than not,

they call it simply naski, “ours”. 

The Economist

Demonstrators arrived in front of

Serbia's parliament on Monday on

the eighth day of protests in Belgrade,

demanding the resignation of the

government and of the Prime Minister

and winner of the April 2 presidential

election, Aleksandar Vucic. The slo-

gans “Vucic thief, you stole the elec-

tion”, “Tyrant” and “Betrayal” could be

heard, while placards accusing Vucic

of being a dictator were held aloft,

reports BIRN.

Protests were organized also in the

cities of Novi Sad and Nis and in sev-

eral other towns in Serbia. 

Vucic won the April 2 presidential

elections with around 55 per cent of

the votes cast as a candidate of the

ruling coalition, led by his own

Serbian Progressive Party. The day

after the election, street protests start-

ed in the capital and other cities,

organized mostly by young people

and students. 

On Sunday, army and police unions

supported the protests, demanding

better working conditions and higher

wages. 

While the protests are supported by

the opposition parties, the organizers

dissociated themselves from any

political party on Sunday, saying on

Facebook that the rallies started only

so that the “dissatisfaction of the citi-

zens could be heard”. 

Meanwhile, opposition parties are

demanding a re-count of the ballots

in the presidential election. Former

Ombudsman and presidential candi-

date Sasa Jankovic on Sunday said

his legal team would file charges over

alleged election irregularities. 

Interior Minister and the senior

Progressive Party figure Nebojsa

Stefanovic and minister and

Socialist Party leader Ivica Dacic

have rejected the accusations, in

turn accusing Jankovic of “fabricat-

ing electoral fraud”.

The protesters of “Against Dictatorship”

are calling also for the resignation of

the speaker of parliament, Maja

Gojkovic, along with the top officials

from the public broadcasters RTS and

RTV, the Central Electoral Commission,

and the regulatory Authority for

Electronic Media.

They have asked for their demands to

be read out on RTS' central information

show and gave a deadline to the gov-

ernment and Vucic to react by April 17.

Anti-Vucic
Protests

Continue 
in Serbia 



WEATHER OUTLOOK
Sarajevo

Today: Chance of rain. High 21C.
Tonight: Low 9C.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny. Close to 15C.

Banja Luka

Today: Chance of rain. High 20C.
Tonight: Low 10C.
Wednesday: Sunny. Close to 15C.

Tuzla

Today: Chance of rain. High 19C.
Tonight: Low 8C.
Wednesday: Sunny. Close to 14C.

Mostar

Today: Mostly sunny. High 23C.
Tonight: Low 9C.
Wednesday: Sunny. Close to 21C.

PHOTO OF THE DAy

The Delijas center for immigrants in a remote

mountainous area, some 30 kms from Sarajevo

CINEMA CITy

Titova 26 033 228 008

MOrE INfO AT

WWW.CINEMACITy.BA

The Shack: Drama. Fantasy. A grieving

man receives a mysterious, personal

invitation to meet with God at a place

called "The Shack."

Going in Style: Comedy. Desperate to

pay the bills and come through for their

loved ones, three lifelong pals risk it all

by embarking on a daring bid to knock

off the very bank that absconded with

their money.

The Boss Baby: Animation. A suit-wearing

briefcase-carrying baby pairs up with

his seven-year old brother to stop the

dastardly plot of the CEO of Puppy Co.

NEW IN CINEMAS EKRAN ZENICA

032 407 518

MOrE INfO AT

WWW.EKRAN.COM.BA/

Nocturnal Animals

PALAS BANJA LUKA

051 217 409

MOrE INfO AT

WWW.BL-BIOSKOP.BA

Viking: Action. Drama. Kievan Rus, late

10th century. After the death of his father,

the young Viking prince Vladimir of

Novgorod is forced into exile across the

frozen sea.

Going in Style


